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September 13th, 2018
At the Regularly Scheduled Meeting of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen/women of the Town of Canton held at the Walter Clark Board Chambers, September 13th, 2018 at 6:30pm with Mayor Pro-Tem Mull and Aldermen/women Hamlett, Markey and Smith present, the following proceedings were held.  

A. Call to Order
Mayor Pro-Tem Mull called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  
B. Roll Call
Mayor Pro-Tem Mull noted that Mayor Smathers was out of Town on a family trip.   Mayor Pro-Tem Mull stated the Manager, Assistant Manager, Town Attorney and Town Clerk were present. 
C. Invocation/Pledge of Allegiance 

Mayor Pro-Tem Mull ask for a moment of silence for all those affected by Hurricane Florence. Alderman Hamlett led those present in the reciting of the Pledge of Allegiance.  
D. Approval of Minutes: April 12, 2018
Alderwoman Smith ask that the minutes be amended to read Haywood Drive rather than Haywood Avenue in the public comments section.  Alderman Hamlett made a motion to approve the August 26th minutes as amended.  Alderman Markey seconded the motion with all members voting to approve the minutes as amended.
E.  Mayor Comments
Mayor Pro-Tem Mull thanked the staff for their efforts with the Labor Day Festival.  Mayor Pro-Tem Mull stated that was a good event that was well attended.
F. Aldermen/women Comments
Aldermen Markey stated that the Labor Day Festival was a great event and Town staff exhibited a high level of professionalism and dedication.  Alderman Markey inquired if any issues were noted during the parade?  Manager Burrell stated that several vehicles had breached the parade and that this issue would be investigated and hopefully resolved before the next parade. Alderman Markey ask the Manager to follow up with measures taken at a later date. Alderman Markey asked that Citizens check on their neighbors and take safety precautions with the forecast of severe weather from Hurricane Florence.
Alderman Hamlett stated that he still had a draft of proposed policies for parades that would help with these issues, especially with parade marshals. Alderman Hamlett stated that the Marshals would help to keep the gaps from occurring.  Alderman Hamlett commented that he was not able to attend the entire Labor Day festival as he was moving one of his children on campus for college, but what he attended was very impressive.  Alderman Hamlett commended staff for a job well done.  Alderman Hamlett also commended the Manager for the preparations he was taking for the forecasted rainfall.  Alderman Hamlett stated that as a resident who was adversely affected by the storms of 2004, that it meant a lot to know that all available measures were being taken seriously.

Alderwoman Smith congratulated the Pisgah Bears on their rivalry win and thanked staff that worked the event for making it safe for all that attended.  Alderwoman Smith agreed that the Labor Day Festival was a success and thanked staff for their hard work on the event.  Alderwoman Smith commented that she had attended the 9/11 service held at Clyde and that it was a very moving event.  Alderwoman Smith ask all in attendance to remember the suicide prevention campaign also complimenting the Police and Fire Departments for all they do for the Citizenry especially those that may face a crisis such as suicide.  Alderwoman Smith inquired about updates on the electrical pole on Spring and current paving projects.  Manager Burrell stated that he would address these questions during Manager’s reports.

G. Public Comments 
N/A
H.  Reports from the Manager
Manager Burrell gave the cash report.
Manager Burrell reminded the Board that the ribbon cutting ceremony for 81 Main Street had been moved to October 4th at 1:00 p.m.
Manager Burrell updated the Board on the Economic Development progression.  Manager Burrell stated that the progress was moving forward with projects such as the Family Dollar project, the Depot Street property was being cleaned out, work was being done at the old Verbena Soap building, negotiations for the bakery building were ongoing, 81 Main grand opening, and the Papertown Coffee shop renovation.
Manager Burrell gave the Board an invitation from West Canton Baptist Church to eat a free lunch on September 21 from 11am to 1pm at the Canton Fire Department to show their appreciation for the staff and leaders of the Town of Canton.  Manager Burrell stated that he was thankful for the Faith Community stating that they were good to the employees and the Citizens by being involved in their community and helping others.
Manager Burrell informed the Board that the power pole on Spring had been reported numerous times and that a representative was to visit the site to determine if the pole was a safety concern.  Manager Burrell stated that the pole had not been replaced and the representative had not called him back with an update to date.
Manager Burrell reported to the Board that the paving projects had been postponed due to the impending weather forecast, however, he would report on this at the next meeting.

Manager Burrell made the Board aware that the bolster and signage would be installed on Spring Street at the intersection of Asheville Highway and Spring within the next several weeks.

Manager Burrell reported that staff had taken all precautionary measures available to minimize the damage if the severe weather hit our area. Manager Burrell advised the Board that a Declaration of State of Emergency may need to be adopted if the path of Hurricane Florence moved our direction and we were prepared to do this if necessary.
I.  New Business
1.  Co-Sponsorship Request:  Mountain Projects
Manager Burrell presented a co-sponsorship request from Mountain Projects to waive the fees to use the Armory for a Spaghetti Dinner to benefit the Canton Senior Center.  After a brief discussion, Alderman Hamlett made a motion to approve the co-sponsorship request as presented.  Alderman Markey seconded the motion.  All members voted in favor of the motion.
2.  Subdivision Request for parcel #8867-26-1854
Manager Burrell presented a sub-division request for parcel #8667-26-1854 for the purpose of single family residential construction.  Manager Burrell presented this sub-division request to the Planning Board on September 10th in which they recommended the approval of the subdivision.  Alderman Hamlett made a motion to approve the subdivision request as presented.  Alderwoman Smith seconded the motion.  All members voted in favor of the motion.
3.   Resolution Approving the Engagement of Electronic payments.
Manager Burrell presented a Resolution to approve the engagement of electronic payments to the Board.  Manager Burrell explained this was more for the Finance Officer to construct and enforce policies that would be used for taking and managing electronic payments.  Alderman Hamlett made a motion to approve the Resolution as presented.  Alderwoman Smith seconded the motion.  The motion was approved.
4.  Proclamation Daughters of the American Revolution recognizing Constitution Week.

Manager Burrell presented a proclamation to proclaim Constitution Week from September 17th – September 23rd.

Alderman Markey made a motion to approve the Proclamation as presented.  Alderwoman Smith seconded the motion.  All members voted in favor of the motion.

5.  Sponsorship request Bethel Christian Academy
Manager Burrell presented a request to buy an ad in the Bethel Christian Academy yearbook.  After a brief discussion, Alderman Hamlett made a motion to table this request to the next meeting.  Alderwoman Smith seconded the motion.  All members voted in favor to table this item.
J.  Next Scheduled Meeting

The next Regular Scheduled meeting will be held on September 27th at 6:30 p.m. in the Town of Canton Board Chambers, which will also be a Public Hearing regarding the Mobile Food Truck Ordinance.
Alderwoman Smith inquired if future meetings could be cancelled or rescheduled due to conflicts or holidays and asked if this could be discussed at the next meeting.

L.  Adjournment

There being no additional business, Mayor Pro-Tem Mull adjourned the Meeting at 7:22 p.m.
_________________________

Melisa Stinnett, Town Clerk
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